Artists from a number 
of friendly countries part- 
icipated in the third ann- 
iversary of the Republic. 
Photo, above, dhiows Infor- 
mation and Culture Mini- 
ster Prof. Dr. Nevin with 
a group of artists. 



On July 19, sportsmen 
of the Ministery of Educa- 
tion paraded and showed 
gymnastics performance 
at Ghazi Stadium, In the 
march past, which took 
place in a specially orga- 
nized manner, more than 



five thousand sportsmen, 
including those from frie- 
ndly countries, had taken 
part. Photo, below, depi- 
cts students of Malaiai 
High School during the pa- 
rade. 




. Young sportsmen and 
school— girls in Ideal 4mb- 
umes marching past at 
azi Stadium on July 19. 
Bodies of the sportsmen 
and graceful beauty of 
the girls were highly adm- 
irfed by tiQtlSands of sped- 
tatdts who were watching 
the march past. The gath- 
ering of the sportsmen and 
students on the ground of 
the stadium and their pa- 
rade was warmly and joy- 
fully weieoiBtd hy people. 
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Following are the exce- ] 
rpts from the speech bro- \ 
adcast by Planning Minis- 
ter All Ahmad Khoram | 
on July 18, during the ce- i 
lebrations of the third an- f 
niversary of the establish- J 
ment of the republican re- \ 
gime in Afghanistan- I 
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The occasion calls for risen substantially in most 
informing our compatriots of the countries in the 
of the development objec- world the rise in prices in 
tives and targets ^set for Afghanistan has been insi- 
the current year. gnif leant. 

In 1355 (1976-77) econo- In the agricultural sec- 
mic resources for invest- tor, in production of cer- 
ment and expenditure ro- eals, particularly that of 
se from 80 9 billion Afgha- wheat which forms the 
nis in 1354 (1975-76) to staple food of the public, 
96 2 billion Afghanis, or and in which the state 
15 per cent. policy calls for selfsuffic- 

State revenues in 1355 iency a rise of 3 5 per 
from domestic sources are cent in out put is foreseen, 
expected to rise by 16 per Wheat production in 1354 
cent during the year from amounted to 2.8 million 
11.8 billion Afghanis in tons, while this year's har- 

1354 to 13.7 billion Afgha- vest is estimated to be 
nis. The additional income 2.9 million tons. This ye- 
will be generated by vir- ar's cotton production is 
ture of improvements bro- estimated to amount 180 
ught in system of taxati- thousand tons, or 20 thou- 
on, and enforcement of sand tons, or more than 
new tax laws. 12 per cent, more than 

State expenditures in 1354's 160 thousand tons 

1355 will amount to 25.2 harvest. 

billion Afghanis, of which More than 11 per cent 
more than fourteen billion rise in production of sug- 
Afghanis, or 55-6 per cent, ar beet is foreseen this 
is allocated for developm- year. Sugar beet producti- 
ent projects, and the rest on in 1354 amounted to 
for regular expenditures, nearly 110 thousand tons, 
In 1354 total government while this year's harvest 
expenditures, regular and is estimated to amount to 
development budgets, am- 120 thousand tons, 
ounted to 19.4 billion Af- Production of rice, barl- 
ghanis. ey and com will respec- 

For orderly developme- tively rise in 1355 compa- 
nt of foreign and domest- red to 1354 by three per 
ic trade, facilitating exp- cent, three per cent and 
orts, improvements in im- two per cents repectively ^ 
ports situation new insti- To reach these production 
tutions isuch asi Raisins) targets maximal use is 
Exports Development Ins- made of factors such as 
itute. Handicrafts Develo- chemical fertiliser, impro- 
pment and Export Instit- ved seeds, expansion of 
ute. Wool Scouring Plant, irrigation networks, and 
Export Development Ba- distritution of agricultur- 
nk, Joint Afghan-Soviet al implements and credits. 
Transport Company, and In 135t> the Afghan Ch- 
a trade information centre emical Fertiliser Company 
were established, and the will step up distribution 
Afghan Insurance Compa- of nitrogen ana phosphate 
ny was reorganised. fertiliser by 29,000 tons 

Enforcement of trade over the last year's figur- 
regulations, establishment es. 

of cooperatives and comm- Disrtribution of improved 
ercial enterprises, strict seeds will rise during 1355 
control of consumer goods by 45 per cent in compar- 
prices in the interest of isoii to last year's figure, 
the consumers, and those Irrigation networks ex- 
of export commodities in pansion operations will 
the interest of the produ- expand by 22 per cent in 
cers constitute measures comparison to last year's 
adopted in the domestic performance, 
trade. In 1355 some 5,000 hec- 

Exports from the viewp- tars of virgin land will be 
oint of volume are satisf- brought under irrigation, 
actory, but due to price and irrigation networks 
fluctuations on the inter- serving 14.9 thousand hec- 
national markets the situ- tars of land will be imp- 
ation was not propitious roved. These show a four 
for some of the export and five fold increase in 
commodities. work performed in respe- 

Commodities required by ctive areas in the past ye- 
the public, the industries ar. 

and the national economy The Agricultural Deve- 
as a whole flowed in in- lopment Bank of Afghan^ 
formally and were placed istan in 1355 will expand 
at the disposal of users its operations and distri- 
at fixed prices. While pr- bute 360 tractors, 75 wat- 
ices of essential and pri- er pumps, and 929 million 
mary commodities have Afghanis in credits. 

I \ 




"While prices of ess- 
ential and primary 
commodities have rai- 
sen substantially in 
most of the countries 
in the world, the rise in 
prices in Afghanistan 
has been insignific- 
ant.'' 



''Enforcement pf tra- 
de regulations, establ- 
ishment of Cooperati- 
ves and eommerc- 
ial enterprises, strict 
control oif jconsumer 
goods prices in the in- 
terest of the consum- 
ers, and those of exp- 
ort commodities in the 
interest of producers, 
constitute measures 
adopted in the domes- 
tic trade". 



During the last year the 
liik distributed 305 trac- 
73 water pumps and 
704 million Afghanis in cr- 
edits. 

In the framework of ag- 
ricojltural infrastructure 
last year the imple- 
mentation of Kund- 
uz-Khanabad irrigation 
project was started. Trans- 
. fer of materials and equip- 
f ment for carrying out Ga- 
uargan, Chardara, and 
Salma irrigation and po- 
wer projects also started 
last year. Likewise work 
was completed on a num- 
ber of micro-irrigation pr- 
ojects, and some are still 
under implementation. 

Concurrent with comm- 
encement of implementa- ^ 
tion work economic and ' 
technical feasiblity studies 
were continued on Kok- 
cha, Kalegai, Parwan irri- 
gation network, Chashme 
| Shafa, Khosh Tepa, and 
multipurpose projects of 
Kunar and Fararode. 
Protection was assured 
, to a large number of live- 
pstock under the first pha- 
se of Herat livestocking 
project. 150 credits amou- 
nting. 11.9 million Afghan- 
is were given to livestock- 
ers in the three months of 
the current year, while 
during the whole of 1354 
only 160 credits amount- 
ing to 12.6 million Afgha- 
^nis were given. 

In 1355 population of 
Karakul sheep and other 
livestock rose by 3.3 and 
3.2 per cents in compari- 
son with 1354 figures, 
I Due to protective measur- 
es adopted by the govern- 
ment 

• 

Work On Herat Slaught- 
House which will hai^- 
!dle 3,000 heads of sheep 
daily will be completed 
during the current year. 

Technical and ecnomic 
feasibility studies on the 
second phase of the lives- 
tocking project covering 
a one hundred thousand 
square kilometre area in 
four provinces, Badghis, 
Ghor, Farah and Herat ha- 
ve been completed, and 
implementation of the pr- 
oject starts this year. 
J^chnical and economic 
lility studies on poul- 
;ry farms with a produc- 
tive capacity of 5 million 
chickens and 70 miPion 
eggs per year, the hybred 
sheep project of Herat, 
with 29,000 heads and seed 
production project coveri- 
ng an area of 4088 hectarsi 
and an annual production 
capacity of 26,000 tons of 
wheat and cotton seeds 




will be completed this 
year, and implementation 
work will commence the 
reafter. 

In the industrial sector 
in accordance with econo- 
mic development policy 
of the Republic of Afgha- 
nistan, and concentration 
of effort on expediting the 
completion of projects, 
production of Mazar Ch- 
emical Fertiliser will rise 
to 79 thousand tons this 
year from 62.5 thousand 
tons of last year. 

Cement, textile, ginning, 
and edible oil extraction 
plants will be utilised in 
caipacity this year. In 1355 
production of cotton tex- 
tiles will rise from 97.2 
million metres in 1354 to 
180.8 million metres. Pro- 
duction of ginned cotton 
and edible oil* will increa- 
se respectively by 15.9 and 
3 per cent this year. 

Construction of a 27,- 
000 tons per year sugar 
mill in Baghlan, 40 milli- 
on metre per year textile 
mill in Kandahar, and a 
600 thousand metre wool- 
en fabrics plant in Kanda- 
har will begin this year. 

Technical and economic 
feasibility studies will be- 
gin this year on 30 to 50 
thousand ton per year, ex- 
pandable to 100 thousand 
tons per year, sugar mill 
in Jalalabad, a 480 thou- 
sand ton per year cement 
plant in Kandahar, Ghazni 
tanner with a capacity of 
processing 420 tihousand 
hides, Herat tannery with 
a smilar capacity, recom- 
missioning of three ginn- 
ing, construction of four 
new ginning plants with 
a total capacity of 126,000 
tons of ginned cotton, re- 
viving the Kandahar fruit 
plant, flour mills of Herat, 
Mazare Sharif and Pule 
Khumri with a total ann- 
ual capacity of 56 thous- 
and tons Kabul, Herat, 
and Mazare Sharif Baker- 
ies with a total capacity 
of 67,000 tons of bread per 
annum,, Mazare Sharif 
Silo with a 20,000 storage 
capacity, Ghazni slaughter 
house and expansion of 
Kabul slaughter house 
with a total capacity of 
11.2 thousand tons and co- 
nstruction work on the 
said projects will begin 
thereafter. 

Fhiitful activities have 
also been carried out last 
year in the private sector 
along with the public sec- 
tor. 

Foremost in this area is 
the preparation of indust- 
rial tariff^ with a view to 
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fill the gaps that existed 
in previous tariffs, and co- 
rresipond to the state poli- 
cy of protecting private 
industries. 

Another major step tak- 
en was diversification of 
private investment which 
in the past was concentra- 
ted in traditional indust- 
ries such as textiles and 
plastics, etc. The private 
sector invested in diverse 
area and the aims were 
maximal use of locally 
found raw materials, sub- 
stitution of imported con- 
summer commodities, and 
finally expanding the em- 
ployment market. The 
rise in private investment 
during the last year was 
considerable. Investments 
in this sector during the 
year amounted to 707 mil- 
llion Afghanis. During the 
last year final go ahead 
was given to 15 ventures 
which are now in differe- 
nt stages of completion and 
which upon completion 
will employ 1700 persons. 

During the first quarter 
of 1355 private investme- 
nt rose by 19 per cent 
in comparison with the 
same period's investment 
during the last year. 

During the first quarter'! 
of 1354 in private sector 
investments amounted to 
42 million Afghanis, while 
it rose to 50 million Afgh- 
anis during the first three 
months of the current ye- 
ar 

It is expected that this 
will be maintained a 
investments by the privi 
sector during 1355 wi: 
amount to 722 million Af- 
ghanis. 

In 1355 in the framework 
of oil and gas exploration 
work seismic and electric 
studies will be conducted 
over an area of 1150 squ- 
are kilometres in north 
and northwestern Afgh3n-j| 
istafi, 18 per cent more 
than similar operations 
carried out last year. Dr- 
illing operations will inc-^ 
rease by 44 per cent, and(| 
will come to 50446 metres 
during this year. Seventy- 
three per cent of the dril- 
ling will be carried out for 
exporation purposes, and 
27 per cent for gas extrac- 
tion. 

Likewise during the year 
1/50000. mans will be pre- 
pared of 350 square kilo- 
metre, and 1/100,000 maps 
of 4200 square kilometre 
area for future operations. 
This is respectively 05 and 
33 per cent more than si- 
milar mapping work done 
last year. In 1355, 3400 




metres drilling will be ca- 
rt-ifed out in the context of 
geological stitvey oS. solid 
minerals This is li per 
cent more than suck dril- 
lings carried out last year. 
Preijaration of 1/25000, 
1/50,660, 1/100,000 geoiogi- 
cai, hydrological, and top- 
ographical maps of areas 
in Ghazni, Herat, Helm- 
aild, Kabul and Logar will 
als6 cbitinieiice during the 
year 

Electric power produc- 
tion in 1355 is estiiiiated to 
amount to 827.4 million 
kwh, or 15.5 per Cent m5i*e 
than 1354 production. du- 
ring 1355 construction 
will begin on Bamian, Ba- 
dkMsESih hydroelectric, 
and Kabul thermal poWier 
plants, and diitriblitien 
grids in the proviiices_ 
Maximal use will be made 
of thd jpbwer productive 
capacity, aiid Wastages 
#ill be eiirtsiiled IS far a§ 
possible. 

Economic arid feasibility 
stifveps M the 500 kilo- 
mm p&Wei tranSffiissiSfi 
lilies liiikini Kafeill #itM 
ftortherii Afihariistah, the 
76 kilometre Naghlu-Jaldl- 
ifeaii mi me 9Sd feil^ni- 
em Kajaki-Kabill Irdis- 
iiiisSion lines will bi tii:- 
tually completed MMkg 
the year. 

M the af ea of tf Mh^p. 
fimm Mi toTocmmimiA:- 
'oils during 1355 e©fe§lruii- 
tion of Kabul-Gardez-Kh- 
ostj Jalakbad-Asaladabad, 
JDelararii-^aif&ni Shiber- 
ghan-Daulatabad-Maima- 
na* and Khanabad-Taluq- 
an roads will reache final 
stage. Pl^isliminary studie? 
0h iH rfiil^^ay pi'oject we 
rg completed during 13fe 
and detailed economic and 
technical feasibility and 
project preparation work 
Will be about 90 per feent 
feempleted in 1355; 

Work on communicati- 
ons projects which due to 
nfeglect in the past remain 
unfinished has been ex- 
pedited, In 1355 from 
completing these projects 
construction will begin of 
Torkham-Kabul-Mamqala 
mieirbwave system with 
an initial capacity of han- 
dling 300 communications 
at one time, and expandi- 
hle to 960 communications. 

In thfe area of education 
ill 1335 the number ilf pri- 
mary and vocational scho- 
ol students rose by 2.3 and 
55 per cents respectively. 
Enrollment in primary 
schools of shool age child- 
ren in 1355 will be 1.1 per 
cent more than that of 
1354. 



In 1355,45 new primary 
school buildings and tea- 
chers residential quarters 
Will be cdnstructed, and 
building of 75 other scho- 
ols in Helmand, Kandahar 
and Herat will be comple- 
ted. 

An additional 28 prima- 
ry school buildings will 
also be completed and op- 
ened this year. Four new 
secdhdary schools Will al^d 
Oonstfiieted. Dtiiring the 
year. 

Construction and other 
work involved on four vo- 
cational schools will be 
completed this year, ah<3 
surveys, and architectural 
and engineering plans on 
eight agricultural schools 
afotiiid the country Will 
bfe carried 5ut arid ijr^|)ai^ 
ed during the year. 

Cultural services and ef- 
forts to revive national 
etiittiral heritages in 1385 
will coiie^ntl-ate (M 
Which ifecitlife immediate 
action. GeinstructlOri of 
Kabul liiseiiiii annexe, b^- 
giilili&l of iihstrtiltidii «jf 
Bham MtiseUm, teit^f&t- 
iori M Qalai Ekhtiailiddin 
and Kerat minarets, ediiti- 
htiatioh of -wotk oft Herat 
JaUi^ ihbsqiie arid ^MAt- 
gah> ifestoratiOn Bauza 
iri Mazare Sharif, tidnliriU- 
ation of excavations in HSd- 
da, tentative restoration of 
well atitl aim of Bost, re- 
itoration of luddha statli- 
es in Bamiari, opening of 
the manuscripts library in 
Kabul, restoration of Maso- 
Ud III, and MoHamriiad Shar- 
if mauSdleurils and Ghaz- 
ni minarets will continue 
and sonie will be complet- 
ed. 

The ihfrastructural Work 
involved in launching the 
national television pii3jedt 
continues rapidly, and ins- 
tallation of electrical buses 
to serve Kabul citj^ wiE 
also begin during the yeat. 

In the area of public he- 
alth extensive developm- 
ent efforts covering a large 
area of the country ib for- 
eseen in 1355. 

During the year constr- 
uction will end of 75 hea- 
lth centres, and work will 
begiri on another 70 basic 
health centrejf around 
the country. Construction 
will also begin of the 250 
bed Kandahar, and 200 
bed Hli-at hospital. As a 
result of completion bf a 
number of health projects 
in the centre and provin- 
ces the number of hospi- 
tal beds in 1355 in Compa- 
rison to 1354 will rise by 
nearly 50 per cent. There 
will also be a considerable 



increase in the number of 
physicians. 

Rural development and 
effort to provide clean dr- 
inking water to towns 
and hattilets will expand 
considerably during the 
year. In 1355 the Rural 
Developmenli Department 
will constriict 24 bridges, 
960 culverts, 15 drinking 
water networks, firm up 
12 canal embankments, 16 
sriiall irrigation projects, 
and 215 kilomatres of roa- 
ds. Work on the second 
phase of the drinking wa- 
ter projects of Jalalabad, 
Kandahar, Herat and Ma- 
zare Sharif wiU start, and 
construction will begin of 
drinking water, networks 
in Kalai Nau, Charikar, 
Khanabad, and the Afshar 
pi-ojeel of Kabul. The 
Ghaizni drinking water pr- 
oject will be completed 
during the year. 

After reviewing projec- 
ts on hand during the year 
I Would like to say a few 
Words about the new app- 
roagli adopted in Afghani- 
stan td national develop- 
ih^nt plarinin|. Assessment 
of abeio-eeoriomic develo- 
pment in the past, work- 
ing for rapid economic de- 
veB^niint ih the future, 
and the decision of the 
RepuMic of Afghanistan in 
regard to all round balan- 
6§1 expansion and deve- 
lepni^t required that a 
new approach to planning 
that will be taken account of 
the above* factors and rea- 
lities would be adopted. 

The situation called for 
GSn^enti-ating on the com- 
pletion of the carry over 
projects, and new projects 
in the framework of a lon- 
ger tetrii plan be prepared 
for luture development 
activities. On this basis 
the draft of seven year soc- 
ib^corioinic development pl- 
an Of tke Republic of Af- 
ghanistan was prepared. A 
period of seven years was 
included in the plan for 
two reasons. To begin 
with the first years of the 
plan Will be a period of 
intensive efforts to comp- 
lete the work of the car- 
ry over project^ so that 
they wbuld begin to gene- 
rate returns. 

Secondly these same 
years will also give us ti- 
me to work a long side 
the carry ovfer projects on 
eorfipdting technical and 
economic feasibility surv- 
eyes and prepare projects 
for implementation in the 
JferiiaJning years ol the 
plan. Econdmic expansion 
and social development in 



today's parlace mean crea- 
tivity and employment of 
modern technology for im- 
proving socio-economic 
conditions in the society. 
Certainly this requires ut- 
most care, and studied ac- 
tion. Whenever the plan is 
based on projects, technic- 
al and economic feasibili- 
ty of the proposed projec- 
ts constitute the very soul 
of the plan. Hence the first 
two to three years of the 
seven year development 
plan will be devoted to 
technical and economic 
surveyes and project prep- 
aration. In this way not 
only the contents of the 
plan will be enriched, but 
also projects will be imp- 
lemented that in their di- 
mensions, and future retu- 
urns, and the investment 
they would take, will be 
compatible with the poss- 
ibilities, and the national 
requirements. 

As we know until the 
establishment of the new 
order in Afghanistan the 
failure to conduct techni- 
cal and economic feasibi- 
lity surveys on projects, 
faultjy project evaluation 
and implementation, lack 
of savings from domestic 
resources, the low per ca- 
fflta income, low investm- 
ents, and slow rate of eco- 
nomic development brou- 
ght us defeat after defeat 
in our development effor- 
ts. It is because of this that 
the first two or three years 
of the new seven year pl- 
an will be mostly devoted 
to such studies and prepa- 
rations. Lack of existence 
of a reservoire of prepared 
and fuUy studied projects 
is profound detrement to 
meaningful and productive 
development efforts. 




A view of the Central 
Army Hospital which has 
recently been opened. The 
complex of this hospital is 
located north-east of Kabul 
(above). 
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An outer view of Jam- 
houriat Hospital which was 
also opened recently. This 
hospital too is equipped with 
all modern amenities and 
manned by profidiefit per- 
sonnel (left). 



The governmet of the 
Rfejpublife ©f Afghaiiistan 
(in the light of the direc- 
tives incorporated! in the 
Address to the Nation by 
the leader of the revolu- 
tion in which he sagaciou- 
sly and decisively called 
for the establishment and 
expansion of hospitals and 
health services and pro|)- 
a^atioh of plrev^htive me- 
dicines) is taking far rea- 
ching strides towards en- 
hancing medical services 
so that medical care is 
ptbtfded fo.all the citi- 
zens who suffer from ahy 
kind of disease. 

Recently two major hos- 
pitals, the Central Milita- 
Hospital ahd the Janihou- 
ouriat Hospital, ^vere ope- 
ned wiifch the spirit of the 
policy of the repu- 
blican state_ Both of 
tlmse hospitals are of 
CQiiisiderabl^r lairge size eq- 
uipped with all modem 
amenities and manned by 
proficient personnel. The 
ho'iSpitals not only add to 
the capacity of beatment 
of patients but wiU also 
contribute to education 
and training of medical 
p^sonnel. Coinciding 
with the opening of the 
two giant size hospitals in 
Kabul a small but signifi- 
cant hospital was opened 
in Maidanshar district of 
Wardak province. 

The complex of the Cen- 
tral Military Hospital is 
located north-east of Ka- 
bul in Wazir Akbar Khan 
Minah. It is a medical ins- 
titution of wide profile for 
rendering medical assistan- 
ce to army men and has 
been built with the joint 
economic and technical 
cooperation of Afghanist- 
an and Soviet Union. 

The massive edifice has 
a large number of indep- 
endent buildings for diff- 
ferent sections of the hos- 
pitals and when construc- 
ting it, their longevity and 
seismicity of the region of 
about 7-8 were taken into 
consideration. There are 
the following sections in 
the hospital main building 
stationary with laborator 
ry, medical and diagnost- 
ic building, ?DUilding for 
treatment of contagious Of 
infectious/ diseases, medi- 
cal swimming pool, admi- 
nistrative offices, polycli- 
nic building (the second 



turn of construction) eco- 
nomic block where all 
engineering and subsida- 
ry out- buildings are situ- 
ated. There is a central 
switchboard for electricity 
also. 

Architecture of the bui- 
ldings is constructed in 
simple forms with the us- 
age of local finishing ma- 
terials. All the buildings 
of the hospital are well 
oriented^ equipped with 
everything necesg(ary to 
give comfort both to pa- 
tients and medical and 
othfer personnel. AH the 
apartments 'are provided 
with daylight, shortways 
for movement of the pa- 
tients and personnel. The 
interior of the rooms and 
galleries is well decorated. 

The hospital has com- 
fortable and well equipped 
posts of nurse on duty, 
light and sound signalisa- 
tion, mechanised transpar- 
tation ot sferile materials 
from the central sterilisa- 
tion department to the op- 
erating-rooms, food servi- 
ce in special carts with 
heating, applicatios of lifts 
and different typse of el- 
evators and Qome other 
achivements of modern 
technique. 

The buildings have cen- 
tral hot-water heating, 
suction and exhaust arti- 
ficial ventillation cold 
and hot water supply, se-^ 
werage system, power cen-' 
tralised oxygen supply, 
telephone, fire warning, 
calling signalization and 
rebroadcasting. 

Of great importance are 
the newly laid parkg sit- 
uated in the slopes of the 
mountain and the attach- 
ed valley. The main buil- 
dings of the hospital are 
located in these parks. 
A large number of peren- 
nial everygreen and foli- 
age trees and blooming 
bushes are planted in the 
gardens of the hospital. 
There are also flower gar- 
dens and rosariums in the 
parks. 

The new army hospital 
it is envisaged will contr- 
ibute to Afghanistan's 
drive to improve the hea- 
lth standards of the peop- 
le iii the country in gen- 
eral and in particular 
will look after the health 
of our army compatriots 
who hitherto were sent 
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to foreign countries for 
treatment of some of the 
major diseases which now 
the hospital promises to 
shoulder. 

The Jamhouriat Hosi- 
pital was also opened al- 
ong side the military hos- 
pital recently. The centra- 
lly located 250-bed hospit- 
al employs a total of 480 
persons including doctors, 
technicians, nurses etc. 
Although the hospital had 
begun function in 1354 
under a committee in the 
framework of Ibne Cina 
Hospital but the official 
ceremony came a little 
late. 

The hospital is " laced ' 
with a well equipped ra- 
diography and radio scopy 
plants and also has upto- 
date laboratories. 

There are 45 doctors in 
the hospital of which three 
are women and 97 nurses. 
Of the 250 beds 62 are 
meant for patients able to 
pay the charges) while the 
rest are free of charge. 
The hospital looks after 
patients of nearly all 
kinds of diseases. 

Some experts including 
doctors and nurses of 
CARE-MEDICO in both 
surgical and internal dis- 
eases .come to this hospi- 
tal for looking after the 
patients and training the 
local staff. All sorts of 
.operations including tu- 
mors and cancer are per- 
formed by the experts of 
the hospital. 

The dispensary of the 
hospital is very rich with 
medicinse for all presesc- 
riptions. The expenditures 
torriog 4re met b^^ the 
development budget of 
the Ministry of Public 
Health and UNICEF. 

With the opening of the 
two major hospitals in 
Kabul, it is hoped a grea- 
ter number of medical 
personnel will be trained 
at home as the health sta- 
ndards of the people to a 
large degree depends on 
the availability of necess- 
ary manpower. Hence all 
medical institutions have 
a grave responsibility to- 
wards this aspect. The 
Jamhouriat and new Mi- 
litary Hospital will play 
profound role in health 
care and in promoting 
medical education and 
expanding the experience 
of medical and paramedi- 
cal personnel. 





"The Blood Bank was 
instituted in 1343 in Kabul 
with the assistance of Fe- 
deral Republic of Germa- 
ny. For the first two years 
a German doctor and a 
medical technician were 
employed by the bank for 
guidance of the Afghan 
personnel and for execut- 
ing the work. Since the 
expiry of their contract, 
Afghan personnel is carr- 
ying out the works of the 
bank" said a source of the 
Blood Bank Enterprise of 
K^bul, in an interview 
with the quarterly Arya- 
na (Afghanistan Repub- 
lic). 

The blood bank has a 
life sustaining role in the 
life of the people and has 
a special importance in 
Afghanistan in emergen- 
cy treatment in accidents 
or for anemia patients. 
Keeping in view the high- 
ly important role .which 
the bank has to play, it 
was therefore established 
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as a non profitable enter- 
prise. The bank endevou- 
rs to meet the require- 
ments of all the compatri- 
ots and is also striving to 
open its ramifications in 
the provinces, the source 
of the bank went to say. 

The bank acquires its 
blood from healthy don- 
ors on three'-iponths test 
basis against payment. 
The blood bought from 
the donors is packed in 
special bottles and main- 
tained at an optimum te- 
mperature of 4-6 de- 
grees centigrade. In 
case the blood is not used 
and the final date expir- 
es it is destroyed. 

The source further con- 
tinued that the percenta- 
ge of groups varies am- 
ong the people of Afgha- 
nistan and is directly .pr- 
oportional to the blood 
groups taken from the do- 
nors. Zero group is in 
abundance in Afghanistan 
followed by group — ^B, 
group -A and three per- 
cent group AB. The blood 
required by the hospitals 
is provided immediately 
on demand but in some 
remote cases a certain 
blood group is difficult to 
be found and this creates 
*)me complication®. Such 
cases in any case are not 
more than one percent. 
Every race has the afor- 
ementioned (four classic 
blood groups and those 
who do not possess these 
four groups are rare to 
be found. It should be ad- 
ded here that since the 
aboriginal days there we- 
re existing three blood 
groups 0-B-A, the Amer- 
icans having O group, Eu- 
ropeans group-A and Asi- 
an group B. As a result of 
transmigration during the 
thousands of years 'lapsed 
since and the inter-racial 
marital relations four 
groups now exist among 
those peoples. The group 
percentage proves this 
fact the red Indians in 
America have exclusively 
O blood group and the 
other three groups are not 
found in them. 

As a matter of fact in 
Europe group-A is plenti- 
ful than the other three 
groups while in Asia gro- 
up- B is dominant. It 
should be added that the 
climatic conditions of a 
region does not affect the 
blood group and in lio 
case changes it. Blood gro- 
up is a parental heredita- 
ment and a child has the 
proximal blood characters 
as his other parents. 

Tb^ blood banks throu- 
ghout the world cannot 
keep the blood for more 



than three weeks, there- 
fore they buy the blood 
from the donors to suffice 
a three week supply other 
wise it would be a loss 
for the bank to have lar- 
ger supplies than the de- 
mand. The annual consu- 
mption of blood has been 
on the rise in Afghanist- 
an. Last year 7,000 blood 
bottles, 500 CC each, yre- 
re distributed to the hos- 
pitals in the centre and 
the provinces which comes 
to about three million and 
five hundred thousand 
CC of blood. 

A 500 CC blood bottle 
with its transfusion syst- 
em is sold for 800 Afs. 
while it is bought for 600 
Afs. from the donors. The 
blood before it is sold is 
subjected to various labo- 
ratory tests. All the blood 
groups are sold at one 
and the same price. 

The source maintained 
that th» Mood bank has 
two ramifications in Kan- 
dahar asd Nangarhar and 
foresees a third one in He- 
rat whose building has 
been constructed besides 
the Herat Civil Hospital 
by the Ministry of Public 
Health. The necessary me- 
dical equipment and imp- 
lements will be arranged 
by the end of the current 
year. The provinces which 
do not have a blood bank 
are catered by the cent- 
re. 

Speaking about the per- 
.sonnel of the bank the 
source said that the cent- 
ral and provincial bran- 
chers of the bank are 
maintained by tech- 
nical and administrative 
personnel. At the head- 
quarters there is one blood 
expert heading the bank, 
one doctor, four technici- 
ans and two nurses. For 
the time being the bank 
comfortably meets the re- 
quirements o| the hospit- 
als but with the increase 
of the hospital beds as 
incorporated in the deve- 
lopment plans of the re- 
publican state, it is a fore- 
gone conclusion that more 
and more bennovalent 
people will donate blood 
for use in the new hospi- 
tals. 

In conclusion the source 
said that with the onset 
of the bank, donors were 
difficult to locate but with 
the passage of time 
more and more people 
came forward and now 
we have a well coordinat- 
ed group of donors which 
report every three months 
and contribute in saving- 
of the life of thousands 
of their brothers and sis- 
ters. , 
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Afghanistan Republic celebrated the third ann- 
iversary of the founding of the Republican Regime in 
mid July. The celebration started with a military 
parade of the valarous army of the Republic on 
July 17. Photo, right, shows President and 
Prime Minister Mohammad Daoud reviewing the 
units of the army prior to the start of the parade. 
Leader of the revolution wa,tching products put 
on display in the national exhibition of the national 
products (below right) and shaking hands with a for- 
eign artist taken part in the anniversary .(below). 
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AFGHAN WOMEN 

YESTERDAY AND TODAY 



Women of Afghanistan, 
in the past, have been in- 
volved mainly, in three 
sphejes of social life. They 
have- 

— Social production; 

— Creation of lite- 
rature, arts and handicr- 
afts; 

— Participation with 
men in the Independence 
Movements. 

Thumbing the history of 
this land, one. r-iay notice 
women's traces, though va- 
gue and ill-defined in th- 
ese three important sphe- 
res of social life. The his- 
torical figure of Afghan 
woman, by and large, is 
overshadowed by a set 
of valuves prevailing in old 
society. Notwithstanding 
this undesirable situation, 
there have been women 
in the course of time, wlio 
enjoyed honored distincti- 
on. 

Wornen, in the past, pa- 
rticipated in social produ- 
ction by producing dairy 
products and wool, raisi- 
ng catties, picking fruits, 
and so on. They were cr- 
eative figures in the fie- 
lds of arts and literature. 
For instance, in the dist- 
ant past, about a thousa- 
nd years ago, we can still 
see the brilliant face of 
Rabial of Balkh, Kaab's 
daughter the eloquent po- 
etess. Likewise, during 
wars, the Ijidependence 
Wars in particular, women 
of this land, such as Ma- 
lalai, and Ghazi Adi, sho- 
wed temarkable bravery 
and devotion in the batt- 
le-field. 

At the bginning of the 
century, during King Am- 
anuUah's reign, a general 
movement -started to take 
form in the country. Af- 
ghanistan regained its in- 
dependence immediately 
after the First World 
War, in 1919. Once, the co- 
untry was liberated, a ise- 
ries of reforms were lau- 
nched by the progre- 
ssive king, Amanur 
llah. He tried to introduce 
in the country modem 
standards of life. Consequ- 
ently, a favourable atmos- 
phere was created for wo- 
men to expand their par- 
ticipation in the social af- 
fairs -and demonstrate 
more vividly their capab- 
ilities- 
It was under such con- 
ditions that a number of 
girls-schools were opened, 
and even some of the girls 
were sent to Europe flor 
specialised advances. Sim- , 



ultaneoiU|3ly, a women's 
periodical made its debut 
which reflected te progre- 
ssive view of the govej-n- 
ment on women's affairs. 

Efforts were made for 
doing away with "burqa'* 
veil, and some laws and 
regulations concerning 
women were promulgated 
and enforced. On the ba- 
sis of these laws and re- 
gulations(, saliciting of 
large dowries was prohi- 
bited, and holding expen- 
sive marriage parties was 
condemned. Also, compu- 
lsory marriage of minor 
girls was rulled illegal. 

Unfortunately, this hap- 
py period did not last 
long, and with the retrog- 
ressive rebellion of Bach- 
a-e-Saqau the fledgling 
mo^^ement died, and the 



spirit of modernization 
was suppreis^ed by fana- 
tisim and ignorance. 

Bacha-e-Saqau's dark 
period ended by the arm- 
ed struggle led by 
Mohammad Nader who 
became ruler of the cou- 
ntry afterwards. 

The biggest step for wo- 
men's emancipation was 
taken in 1959, when Pre- 
side.nt Daoud was prime 
minister of Afghanistan. 
With this step a new era 
started in the life of wo- 
men in Afghanistan. 

Prime Minisiter Daoud 
found put, at that time, 
that the Afghan women's 
attitude was not harmon- 
ious with the. modem wo- 
rld's requirements and, 
thus, wth a vigorous act 
unveild women which led 



them towards fruitful 
social activities* 

In the light of the new 
conditions of the 60's gir- 
ls found a wider opportu- 
nity for higher education, 
and a number of them 
were sent abroad for stu- 
dy. During this period, 
women in principle found 
a position as that of 
men. In short, in result of 
the move made in 1960, 
women of the country ex- 
tended their activities to 
all branches of the soci 
al life. Even some woln- 
en opened their way to 
the parliament and cabin- 
et. 

Since the proclamation 
of the new order on July 
17, 1973, more attention 
has been paid to women's 
affairs. New statistics 



show the rate of progress 
women have made and the 
active role they play in 
various parts of life. For 
i^sitance, during the last 
Afghan year, 1354 (1975- 
1976), there were 4,562 
women teachers in the co- 
untry, and 119,858 girls 
were attending schools. At 
the moment 10 women 
and girls teach at the Fa- 
culty of Me.decine, and 17 
of them at the Faculty of 
Literature and Humaniti- 
es. During the same year, 
the number of women bu- 
sy in different sections of 
industries, mines and el- 
ectricity, ranged to 1,536. 

Today the Afghan wo- 
men are engaged in di- 
fferent jobs (below and 
opposite page). 



The Family Guidance 
Asseciation was establish- 
ed in 1968. FoUowing is 
an 'nterview ARYANA 
reporter has made with 
a source of the Association. 
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Q: Would you kindly 
explain the purpose and 
the date of the establish- 
ment of the Family Guid- 
ance Association? 

A: The main objectives 
for establishing this asso- 
ciation have been and still 
are as follows: 

1) Making the spacing 
of births possible, through 
the use of modern medical 
methods. 

2) Ensuring the prosp- 
erity and welfare of fami- 
lies by means of well bal- 
^^fd Tearing of children. 

/) Ensuring the health 
of expectant and rearinj? 
mothers and their offsnr 
mg. ^ 

^JS^^t ^,^so^^a«on was es- 
tablished on July 22 1968 
Enlightening mothers in 
regard to their duties of 
raising children, has also 
been envisaged. 
^ Q: Were the activities 
Z Association limited 
to the capital, Kabul, at 

thj start of operation, or 
then? ^^""^^^ provinces 
A: In the first few 
years of the establishmeni 
the association was main! 
ly active in the capital 
however, with the employ- 
ment of trained and quall 
tied personnel and the pro- 
curement of technical fa. 
cilities it spread its acti- 

""J^^ provinces. 

Q: Would you please 
comment on the number 
arid the type of training 
of your personnel and also 
mention whether the org- 
anization i:eceives any sup- 
port in this regard or not? 

A: The association cur- 
rently employs the servi- 
ces of 22 medical doctors, 
18 trained nurse-midwi- 
ves, and 93 family guides, 
throughout the country,' 
excluding the headquar- 
ter's staff. The Associa- 
tion is being financed by 
The International Planned 
Parenthod Federation 
(IPPF) and is a member 
of the IPPF Middle. East 
North Africa Region. US- 
AID has also been assist- 
ing the association by sup- 
plying contraceptives and 
for expansion of clinics. 

Q: Please throw light 
on the kind of assistance 
given to families. 



A: The Association's 
assistance to families in- 
clude sanitation, nutrition 
and general education, 
training. 

The Association also ass- 
ists the families in spacing 
their births. These, services 
are carried out in the Fa- 
mily Guidance Clinics lo- 
cated all over the country. 

Q: Please explain the 
type of assistance the pro- 
vincial families receive? 

A: We have accepted a 
standard of operation whi- 
ch we have enforced thro- 
ughout the country. There- 
fore, our services are the 
same for both the provin- 
cial families and the fam- 
ilies 4|i Kabul. 

Q: What type of people 
are. the clients of the Fa- 
fily Guidance Clinics? 

A: Since most of our 
cliftics are located in the 
urban centres, therefore, 
a majority of our lients 
are literate; as well as illi- 
terate women of the pro- 
vincial centres. We also 
have rural families who 
occasionally pay us visits. 
From the stand point of 
the operation of the clin- 
ics there is no discrimina- 
tion as to who comes from 
what economic bracket of 
the society. In fact, we 
pay special attention to 
the needs of those families 
who have low economic 
standards. 

Q: Would you be so 
kind as to give us some 
statistics concerning the 
number of people who 
have visited your clinics? 

A: A remarkable imp- 
rovement on the number 
of visitors can be seen 
from the following table: 

Afghan Year Visitors 

1347 629 

1348 7426 




1349 
1350 
1351 
1852 
1353 
1354 



12827 

23602 

36371 

37550 

54204 

53031 



A number of films are 
also shown in our clinics 
throughout the country, 
for enlightenment of the 
clients. 

Q: Please enlighten us 
on the past two years ope- 
ration of the Association. 

A: In the past two 
years, in particular, and 
with the help of donor 
A: In the past two 
years, in particular, and 
with the help of donor 
agencies, a new approach 
has beeji adopted in the 
clinics of the capital city 
of Kabul. The results of 
this attempt can only be 
studied towards the end of 
its transitional period. If 
found effective, which we 
a^^e sure it will be, .we will 
equip the provincial clin- 
ics along the same lines. 
Q: To what extent in 



your view, are the activi- 
ties of the Association 
successful? 

A: The success of our 
operation, in the simplest 
form, could be seen on the 
ever increasing nimiber Qf 
visits paid to our clinics. 
We are sure, that the 
trend will be even more 
progressive as we expand 
our services to cover wi- 
de.r regions. 

Q: What are your fu- 
ture development progr- 
ammes? 

A: The objectives of 
the Association, as referr- 
ed to, are e.nriching the 
knowledge of families on 
the benefits that could be 
gained on a controled fa- 
mily size, as well as on 
the child and mother hea- 
lth measures. No doubt, 
we look forward to exp- 
anding our programmes in 
line with the support we 
are likely to receive from 
the. Ministry of Public 
Health, and other sour- 
ces. 




Research For Oil And Gas 

In Afghanistan 



Afghan workers in search 
of oil and gas in northern 
Afghanistan. Their efforts 
accelerate the rate of our 
development, (below) . 




Oil and natural gas sur- 
veys and explorations have 
acquired the highest priori- 
ty in the programs of the 
revolutionary * state. The 
Ministry of Mines and In- 
dustries in recognition of 
the nation's dire need is 
working round the clock 
for realisation of the coun- 
try's hopes to tap all its oil 
and gas reserves. 

The scrupulous geologic- 
al surveys for oil of Trab- 
ool, Bai Mohammad md 
Ghorian have been mrpied 
out by joint Afghan-Soviet 
survey teams. The results 
are being analysed. In the 
southern region the Total 
Company of France is car- 
rying out surveys on the 
basis of a contract signed 
earlier with ANOC. The 
first phase of the company 
exploration will be com- 
pleted by the end of Octo- 
ber this year and the se- 
cond phase will begin there- 
after. ANOC is also expan- 
ding its contacts with sister 
organisations in foreign 
countries. 

In the next few coming 
years gas desulphurisation 
and export will be stepped 
up to nearly five billion cu- 
bic meters a year and new 
gas refining plants will be 
established. Exports are 
presently made to Soviet 
Union and the remaining 
amounts are consumed loc- 
ally by the fertiliser and 
power plants fast growing 
in the country. New great- 
er petro-chemical and ther- 
mal power plants are en- 
visaged in the seven year 
development plan of the 
pub^ic and desulphurised 
gas will be used as fuel in 
this industry. 

The gas deposits have 
been discovered in Kliwaja 
Gogirdak, Yatim Taq, Kh- 
waja Bolan, Jarq Duq, Juma 
etc. the project making of 
a desulphurisation plant at 
Jarq Duq has been comp- 
leted by the joint Afglian- 
Soviet cooperation, the coa-* 



struction work will be co- 
mpleted by the end of 1358. 
The plant will have a capa- 
city of two billion cubic me- 
ters of gas. 

The refining complexes 
already functioning export 
large amounts of gas to 
Soviet Union from Khwaja 
Gogirdak deposits. The rest 
of the gas is used by local 
industries. The new gas 
plant at Jarq Duq will uti- 
lise gas from the gas fields 
in the vicinity of Jarq Duq. 
The power produced by the 
plant will help illumin^t 
Shiberghan city. 

It is worth mentioning 
here that in the field of 
Chemical Fertiliser and Th- 
ermo Power the Mazare Sfc- 
arif plants began functioisb- 
ing in mid 135v3. The Ferti- 
liser plant has been produ- 
cing urea fertiliser, amm- 
onia and many other che- 
mical agents. The fertiliser 
from the plant is being dit* 
tributed among the farm- 
ers to raise their produc- 
tion capacity. The thermo 
power plant with a capacity 
of 36,000 kilowatts stwmSB 
next to the chemical ferti- 
liser plant. The power from 
this plant is used both by 
the fertiliser company for 
proiii^M and tita Maiare 
Sharif city for illun#»i;ti«a. 

A new thermo power pl- 
ant has been envisaged in 
the seven year development 
plan for Kabul. Many simi- 
lar projects are in the off- 
ing for future. 

All round development 
has acquired new dimension 
in Afghanistan since the 
dawning of the new era in 
the country, the foremost 
aim of the government in 
launching new project is 
making Afghanistan self- 
sufficient as rhuch as pos- 
sible. We are sure most ^ 
our problems will be allev- 
iated once the country is 
able to axe down its imports 
with a prosperous local in- 
dustry which cmlA cater to 
tbe n^edf the nation. 



In 1974-75 extensive ex- 
ploration work was carried 
out for striking new oil 
and gas deposits which can 
boost up Afghanistan's deve- 
lopment efforts. 

Exploratory drilling was 
done in Juma, Ask, Jarqduq, 
Aq Daria, Qortmash, Arab- 
bai, Qizil Shirim Abdan, 
Balkh, Aq Sai, Shorab, Tarq 
Chin and Shakeerak. Oil was 
found in Aq Daria in 1353, 
which is about ten kilome- 
tres from Angot. Aq Daria 
deposits have been found to 
be nearly the saiije site as 
those of Angot. 

The unceasing efforts of 
the Ministry of Mines and 
Industries were duly re- 
warded recently when a new 
oil field was discovered at 
Qashqari near Sari-Pul in 
northern Afghanistan. Aq 
Daria and Angot lying in 
the vicinity ^ Qashqari are 
relatively small, totalling 
together some five million 
tons of extractble oil. The 
Qashqari deposits are yet 
to be determined exactly 
but the sizable flow of the 
first well (128 cubic meters) 
in 24 hrs.) indicate that the 
re^ryes are possibly of co- 
mrnmH^ mlue. The oil in 
Qashqari was found at the 
depth of 1502 meters. 

The Afghan National Oil 
Company (ANOC) though 
young in the field has been 
increasing its input for oil 
and gas exploration with the 
passage of every day. The 
company hopes to comple- 
te estimation studies on the 
new reserves in one year. 

Our national oil company 
is already working on a nu- 
mber of oil and gas pros- 
pective areas which include 
Angot oil reserves 15 kilo- 
meters south east of Sare 
Pul in Jauzjan province, the 
Angot reserves are estimat- 
ed at 2.16 million t^j^ f^- 
tractable. oil. 

Aq Daria: Aq Daria is sit- 
uated 8-10 kiMiili^ to 
the south of Angot, six ex- 
ploratory wells were drilled 
in Aq Daria and the explo- 
ration work still continues. 
Bts^ on geological studies 
and experiments made so 
f^ m>$^e of the wells the 



Mines and Industries Min- 
ister, Eng. Abdul Tawab 
Asefi, during one of his in- 
specting tours in northern 
provinces watches the drill- 
ing process. 



reserves are approximately 
two million tons. 

Qashqari : Though alr- 
eady mentioned above yet 
it should be added here that 
Qashqari anticline is locat- 
ed 12.5 kilometres south of 
Sare-Pul and south west of 
Aq Daria. The field is five 
kilometers long and one 
kilometer wide. The choke 
bore of the oil is estimated 
24 mm while oil flow is 128 
cubic meters every 24 ho- 
urs. The geological and 
geophysical studies on this 
field still continue and will 
not be completed before 
one year. Qashqari will have 
an effective role in the de- 
velopment of oil industry 
in the country. 

The government took 
concrete steps in this res- 
pect. An agreement was 
signed with Soviet tJni,on 
for the survey, study and 
establishment of a refinery 
for Angot and Aq Daria de- 
posits in Jarq Duc[ on 19 
Deceitiber 19t5. The refin- 



ery was originally planned 
near the Mazare Sharif Ch- 
emical Fertiliser Company 
but the sight was shifted 
after the new find M Aq 
Daria, the present site is 
economically suitable. The 
construction of the refinery 
will be completed by the 
end of 1358. Besides crude 
from Angot and Aq Daria, 
Qashqari oil will also be 
refined in Jarq Duq refin- 
ery. 

With the establishment of 
the refinery Afghanistan 
will obtain 140,000 tons of 
sual oil, more than 20,000 
tons of tar (more than the 
local need and could be ea- 
sily exported), more than 
13,000 tons petroleum, 36- 
000 tons of deisel and 24 
thousand tons kerosene oil. 
Although it is a modest 
start pending discovery of 
more oil reserves which is 
very likely, Qashqari being 
the recent example, but ne- 
veretheless it is an import- 
ant asset to out economy. 



Afghanistan presently im- 
ports large quantities of 
oil from foreign countries 
and after the energy crisis 
the prices of oil in internati- 
onal markets have soared 
high which are a big drain 
on our economy. There is ev- 
ery reason to believe that 
the prices cannot be rever- 
ted to the pre 1973 levels 
when price per barrel of 
crude oil was at least five 
times cheaper, than now. 
In the light of this Afghan- 
istan needs to turn every 
stone to become self-suffi- 
cient or at least to produce 
a major part of oil and gas 
consumption at home. 

The Republican regime 
of Afghanistan, it should 
be added, has been paying 
close attention since incep- 
tion to oil and gas explorati- 
on in every part of the co- 
untry. Exploratory surveys 
are also being carried out 
in Southern Afghanistan and 
Herat besides the whole Qf 
northern part. 





Though regulations are 
strictly enforced, such sce- 
nes are still seen in diff- 
erent parts of the city 
(above) 



There are more than 
31,000 vehicles running in 
Kabul and their number 
is rapidly increasing. Ka- 
bul, capital of the coun- 
try, is the most densely 
populated city of Afghan- 
istan. Naturally, one may 
expect many traffic acci- 
dents here, and may exp- 
ect them to increase with 
the rapid growth of pop- 
ulation and the number 
of vehicles. But the reality 
is differnet. 

"There has been a con- 
saiderable decrease," says 
a source of the Kabul Tr- 
affic Department, "in the 
number of trasfffic accid'- 
ents in tlh capital. The 
figures can more vividly 
tell us the tale. In 1352, 
there were 923 accidents 

^of which 84 were fatal. 

'In 1353, the total number 
of accidents dereased to 
650 with 84 deathes. In 
1354, the total number st- 
ill decreased to 508 with a 
fall of 49. Hence, the fig- 
ures of 1354, compared wi- 
th those of 1352, show a 
decrease of about 50%. 
The number of vehicles In 
the same period has cons- 
iderably increased." 

"What is the reason?" I 
asked the sourse, 

"The main reasons," he 
explained, "are installing 
various traffic signs, 
strictly enforcement of 
regulations conducting 
courses for drivers. 

These major factors, 
along with some minor on- 
es, have caused a notewo- 



ber of accidents". 

The publicity by tfie Tr- 
affic Department through 
radio, newspapers and 
other mass media, includ- 
ing street — advertisements, 
have desirablly influenced 
the people and induced di- 
sciplined behaviour while 
entering the traffic curre- 
nt, the source added. 

The source said that co- 
ns truction of information 
booths, equiped with tele- 
phones and loudspeakers, 
at the crowded parts of 
the city, has facilitated tr- 
affic conduction,. 

Vehicles running on the 
streets of Kabul are: 

— Private ca*-s 11,451; 

— Lorries and trucks 4,- 
858; 

— Taxies 4,215; 
—City buses 3,025; 

— State owned vehicles 
2,511; 

— Foreigners' vehicH^s 
with number— plate M 
1,265; 

— UN vehicles 600; 

— Vehicles of the deplo- 
matic corps 503; 

— P/3kshaws 603; 

— Motor— cycles 2,711. 
The source added that 

with the cooperation of 
the Ministry of Education, 
students of the primary sc- 
hools will be taught a new 
subject in future which 
will includs traffic educat- 
ion on an international st- 
andard, and it is strongly 
hoped that this will lead 
to farther decrease in the 
number of traffic accidjen- 
ts. 



Everybody, before rece- 
iving a license, has to foll- 
ow special courses which 
are held by the Traffic 
Department (above). 

Construction of informa- 
tion booths, equipped with 
telephones and loudspeak- 
ers, has provided facilities 
for the citizens of Kabul 
and persons! stranger in the 
capital (below). 
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It was the year 632 A. 
D- A Chinese scholar — tra- 
veller, aftej a long and 
tiresome journey, arrived 
at the beautiful city of Ba- 
meyan. Bameyan which 
was, then, a very prosper- 
ous center of the Buddhic 
civilization, fascinated the 
Chinese scholar a great de- 
al. The traveller, whose na- 
me became well-known la- 
ter, was Hiuan— Tsang who 
wrote inforative notes on 
Bameyan, its temples and 
statues. The records Hiu- 
an— Tsang has left about 
Bameyan of that time, are 
still noteworthy and im.- 
portant "Iftr archaeological 
studies. 

One of the most signifi- 
cant and interesting poin- 
ts in Hiuan— Tsang's writi- 
ngs is his remarks on sta- 
tue of a sleeping Buddha 
which, according to the 
Chinese traveller, had a 
length of about 3,00 mete- 
rs. 

A korean scholar and 
traveller who passed thr- 
ough Bameyan at the beg- 
Ining of the eighth centu- 
ry A.D. affirms with u 
slight difference the rem- 
arks made by his Chinese 
colleague about the slee- 
ping statue of Buddha. 

Now, where is this 300 
meter statue? Should we 
believe the two travellers 
in what they have said ab- 
out the mentioned monu- 
ment? 

"Hiuan— T)sang" says 
Dr. Zmarialai Tarzi, Dire- 
ctor General of the Deoa- 
rtment, of Archaeology, 
"is recognized as a trust- 
worthy scholar. The disco- 
veries in Bameyan, by and 
large, conform with what 
Hiuan— Tsang has written. 
On this basis, I think, th- 
ere should have been a 
sleeping statue of Buddha. 
In case of finding this 
monuiiii^, we will have 
the world's largest stat- 
ue". 

"Today," I aslked Dr. 
Tairzi, "there is no sign 
of such a statue of Budd- 
ha in Bameyan. Do you 
expect this monument to 
be found someday"? 

"My attitude," he repli- 
ed, "is optimistic. Person- 
ally, I believe that the 
mounment, noted by the 
Chinese, traveller, can be 
found some where bet- 
ween the present two lar- 

Head of a statue discov- 
ered in Bameyan by a Fr- 
ence archaeolog-ioal team, 
before the Second World 
War (top right.) 



ge statues, or, possibly at 
the distance of one or two 
kms. east of them, para- 
llel to the present local ba- 
zzar. Remembering that 
both, the Chinese and Ko- 
rean travellers' statements 
indicate, the location o£ 
the statue very close to 
the mountain, one may co- 
nclude that if it still exi- 
sts, it is probably covered 
with a thick layer of earth 
and sediments." 

To fiud the sleeping Bu- 
ddha, if it really existed 
and more important, if it 
still exists, a series of di- 
fficult excavations, in 
conformity with the Chin- 
ese and Korean travellers' 
indications, and on the 
basis of archaeological st- 
udies, should be carried 
out, Such excavations wiU, 
to some extent, solve a 
number of our questions. 

Bameyan, with its natu- 
ral beauty blended with 
artistic treasuries, inspired 
by a particular religion, 
is an exceptional place in 
Afghanistan. The mixing 
of these two elements has 
given a worldwide fame 
to Bameyan. 

In the past, when the 
pilgrims who tolerating 
the hardships of a long 
journey, arrived at Bame- 
yan, the religious atmosp- 
here of the city gave them 
tranquillity and peace. Th- 
is holy city of the past, 
even today, inspires peace 
and spiritual transquillity. 

Bamyan, though surro- 
unded by high and gigan- 
tic mountains, was locat- 
ed on the trade highway 
connecting China and In- 
dia with the countries of 
Near East and Europe. 
The caravans traveling 
between these parts of 
the world, had to pass th- 
rough Bameyan. 

Topographically, on the 
north of the Region, there 
exists a greaf partition 
which is part of the remn- 
ants of the Third Geolog- 
ical Period's sediments. 
This great partition look 
like a high wall on wMdh 
most of the famous monu- 
ments of Bameyan have 
been carved. 

On the west of the par- 
tition is seen the standing 
statue of Buddha with a 
height of 55 meters. The 
principal part of the. stat- 
ue has been carved in the 

Natural beauty has bl- 
ended with artistic trea- 
suries in Bameyan. Photo 
(right) gives a view of the 
large Buddlua 55 meters. 




p&^ik a mt mily hi- 
s|Bhcml^ an ijiletesting 
place, its nature also attr- 
acts thousands of tourists 
every jrear. Band-e-Amjr, 
near Bamyan, is one tjie 
most ia^active i^tes, TEite 
natural lakes of Bali^-e^ 
Amir, reflecting the blear 
sky, produces peace dhd 
tranquillity in visitors' he- 
arts. 

AccdMing to the legen- 
ds, it #lts Alt, me J'otirth 
Caliph of Mtiglerk^, v^&o 
built the daimes lii order 
to preve];it destructions 
aehl by the Hver, and Jle- 
Ip the tiibple Hvinf ih the 



mevan still i-elei* to the 
laikes as a irianifestation 
of All's power iand grea- 
tness. 




Iiit^rjbr dfedbrati(>ns of 
i^M m cl¥es. ihe colo- 
^.^ licaradbn^ ,9f 
c^ves represent the ni^S 
icetlt religiotig blatltf fef 
Bcidamglh foir 
Baittfeyan is SO much iktn- 
rt^ Mi caf^; wit] 
iKl^ii niceties M 
viewers for houis. 
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mountain, while, for the 
decorations other materi- 
als have been used. On 
the east of the partition, 
stands the small Buddha, 
38 meters. 

Around these statues, 
and in the space between 
them, hundreds of caves 
exist in some of which so- 
phisticated decorations st- 
ill remain. These decor- 
ations, mainly wall-pain- 
tings, whose artistic and 
stylistic problems could be 
solved through comparing 
them with the. artistic sc- 
hool of Gupta and Central 
Asian art. 

Though we can notice a 
large number of precious 
monuments in Bameyan to 
day, they are not all wh- 
at the city had in the pa- 
st. A glance at the histor- 
ical written documents re- 
veals the fact that Bame- 
yan had much more in the 
hy — gone centuries than 
it has now. 

The name of Bameyan, 
though with a different 
pronunciations, has been 
time and again notified in 
the ancient documents. The 
present name of Bameyan, 
they say, is drawn fi'om 
the word Bamikan. In the 
Chinese documents, such 
as Hiuan — Tsang's writin- 
gs, Bamyan has been call- 
ed Fan— yen — na, and Fan 
— -yang. 

''Not only the decorat- 
ions of the walls, but the 
construction of the caves 
themselves are significa- 
nt and noteworthy," says 
Dr. Tarzi. 

"When did Bamyan be- 
gin to be a primary center 
of Buddhic civilization?" 
I asked Dr. Tarzi. 

'"Scientific researches," 
he replied, "do not make 
it quite clear when Bam- 
eyan began to become su- 
ch a center. But we may 
say, with certainty that 
Bameyan untill the ninth 
century. A.D. was one of 
the biggest centers of Bu- 
ddhism which ascended to 
its peak around the sixth 
«»nd eighth centuries 



Views of the large statue 
of Buddha ' which has a 
length of 55 metres. The 
principal part of the stat- 
ue has been carved in the 
mountain. In the larger 
photo some of the mt&s 
are also seen. 





mm 




AFGHANISTAN 



High mountains of north- 
eastern parts of Afghanis- 
tan where the "sky-blue 
stone" is found. An Afghan 
young miner looking for 
new deposits of lapiz labuli. 




Elegant and Colourl'ul: 
a bride anid bridegroom 
with local customs. 




Hard work is necessary. 
He knows it well (below). 
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Dear countrymen: 

congratulate all of you 
from the bottom of my 
heart on the third festival 
and third anniversary of the 
estabBshment of l£m na- 
tional and revolutio»iiy Re- 
publican order and I wish 
that Almighty God may al- 
ways bless the Afghan 
nation with glory and good 
fortune. 

Now that three years ha- 
ve passed since the estab- 
lishment of the new order, 
it is again inevitable for 
us to assess our actions 
during this period and state 
the facts openly. 

During the past three ye- 
ars we were able to accom- 
plish great tasks. Instituting 
of land reforms and begin- 
ning of their application 
next month, the nationali- 
sation of banks, the formu- 
lation of the seven-year 
economic development plan 
and the launching and im- 
plementation of tens and 
hundreds of economic and 
educational and administra- 
tive projects measured by 
standards of the past, 
or even in the context of 
the long life of our nation, 
are extraordinary great jobs, 
but our standards and cri- 
teria for social progress are 
not modelled upon the past. 
We are watching the world 
— ^the pace of progress of 
the advanced countries of 
the world which have suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing gr- 
eat tasks within a short 
time. 

As I have stated previo- 
usly, I wish to say again th- 
at the objective of the re- 
volution is not only to gain 
political power and chang- 
ing one system into another 
system, but our goal is the 
securing of fundamental ch- 
anges in the interest of the 
majority of. the people of 
Afghanistan. Therefore so 
long as such objectives are 
not realised, revolution in 
its widest and real sense 
will not materialise. Hence 
I consider it miy duty to 
draw the attention of the 
entire Afghan nation, par- 
ticularly the youth and the 
enlightened to the fact that 
without their participation 
and without untiring efforts 
on the part of all true pat- 
riots, it is difficult for us 
to build a new economic, 
social, political and cul- 
tural order. 



We have opened a path 
through many difficulties 
and struggles against imp- 
erialism and inspite of un- 
favourable internal circu- 
mstances in order to achie- 
ve naMpial iniepfJi^ieniTO 
and social justice and for- 
tunately we are now at a 
stage where the state and 
government of Afghanistan 
ar© true repo^tories ioi the 
wishes and decisions of the 
Afghan nation, and this mi- 
ssion will, by the grace of 
God, be pursued to the 
last breath. Our country is 
now sure to free itself of 
social oppressions and sur- 
vive and progress. At this 
stage, where concentration, 
perseverance and social st- 
ruggle are needed, it is not 
posMble to remedy the ills 
of the past in one or two 
years. We, like all countries 
of the world, are compelled 
to pass through compUcated 
and dilftelt stages of social 
change and we tl^idd com- 
pare, at every step, our 
material and moral reso- 
urces with the obstacles be- 
fore us. 

In principle, we do not 
shun the acceptance of any 
natiohalM ami progresfl'eie 
system which may con^rtt 
with the actual and mental 
conditions of our society, 
but the attainment of spe- 
cific economic, social, po- 
Utical an^ ted^olofic^l con- 
ditions is ess^ntiaf for every 
social revolution, without 
which it is not possible to 
reach the goal. Our analy- 
ses should not be distant 
from our specific historic 
position. We shall never 
blindly immitate any meth- 
od or procedure. 

E/en though it is our ul- 
timate and important goal 
to build a speciftx and com- 
plete frapiewcffk of sodul 
justice, yet in view of the 
intellectual stagnation born 
of inhuman medieval rela- 
tions, it is not possible to 
bring about an immediate 
maturity of tbawglfe tech- 
nical skill and all rottnd ca- 
pability for creating such 
a society. Therefore, I again 
expect patriotic and dedic- 
ated elements rise as one, 
paralM to the moves of 
the Republican government, 
to bring about a general 
reawakening and discharge 
their sacred national and 
human duty. 
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TEXT OF THE SPEE- 
CH, BROADCAST OVER 
RADIO AFGHANISTAN, 
BY PRESIDENT AND 
PRIME MINISTER MOH- 
AMMAD DAOUD ON THE 
OCCASIAN OF THE TH- 
IRD ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE REPUBLIC. 



In my opinion serving 
the cause of the prosperity 
of the people alone is the 
only standard of patriotism, 
and those who move cont- 
rary to the interests of the 
people, can unquestionably 
be counted as enemies of 
the homeland and collabor- 
ators of colonialism and 
imperialism. Callaborators 
are those who still want to 
create discord and misuse. 
Therefore, full unity bet- 
ween the state and the 
nation and full unity am- 
ong patriots and the enligh- 
tened is my greatest desire 
and I hope that in future 
really nationalist and pro- 
gressive elements will be 
trained as conductors of the 
affairs of state and the na- 
tion because the goals of 
the revolution can not be 
instituted through anti-re- 
volutionary elements. 

We, therefore, need con- 
sistently administrative and 
cultural revolution in order 
to have at our disposal 
many cadres and personalit- 
ies for achieving thorough 
sodal reforms. I sincerely 
want all those responsible 
for educational, cultural 
and training affairs that 
in training the people, par- 
ticularly the youth, they 
should not forget the disse- 
mination of the idea of na- 
tional unity, and that they 
should know that the att- 
ainment of the lofty ideals 
of civilisation is nothing but 
the achievement of social 
justice. 

Similarly I wish to draw 
the attention of those res- 
ponsible for administrative 
and security matters to fol- 
low principles, which, while 
maintaining discipline and 
public order, should avoid 
impertinent and oppressive 
rulings and directives be- 
cause the sole quality of 
wise leadership at all levels 
and echelons of an adminis- 
trative system is that, first 
of all, discipline should be 
sound and sensible, and se- 
condly those who apply it 
should themselves be high- 
est examples of honesty and 
loyalty to public order and 
comforts, because otherwise 
the government will beco- 
me an instrument of 
show of power, which in it- 
self knows nothing about 
the ills of the people and 
their needs. Therefore, as 



soon as governmental orga- 
nisations and agencies, whe- 
ther administrative or eco- 
nomic or political and cul- 
tural, begin to coordinate 
matters and remove the dif- 
ficulties of the people in 
the light of a clear-cut po- 
licy, not only public confi- 
dence in them will grow, 
but that specific and useful 
political results will also 
be achieved. 

The Republic of Afghan- 
istan is the Republic of the 
people of Afghanistan. I 
am certain that in the near 
future our noble and valiant 
nation will not only surm- 
ount domestic difficulties 
and obstacles, but that it 
will also perform its histo- 
ric role, side by side with 
the other countries of the 
third world, of establishing 
universal justice and the er- 
adication of the various for- 
ms and shapes of colonia- 
lism and exploitation, and 
it will strengthen its bonds 
with other nationalist, pro- 
gressive and anti-colonial 
movements. 

The foreign policy of the 
Republic of Afghanistan is 
founded upon non-alignm- 
ent and independent jud- 
gment in international pro- 
blems, peaceful co-existen- 
ce and mutual friendship 
and respect, non-interference 
in the domestic affairs of 
and fruitful and untrammel- 
led cooperation with all pe- 
ace-loving countries of the 
world. 

Pursuit of such a policy, 
which conforms with our 
traditions and national in- 
terests and its lucidity and 
honesty about the realities 
of the age are quite dear, 
exemplifies the independ- 
ence and national resolve 
of the people of Afghanis- 
tan. 

This policy was pursued 
honestly and diligently du- 
ring the past year. 

In the sphere of bilateral 
relations, opportunities of 
personal contacts with the 
leaders of a number of fr- 
iendly countries became 
available and these proved 
more effective for expand- 
ing and consolidating these 
relations. This will surely 
contribute to the benefit of 
the peoples of our countries 
and in the interests of pea- 
ce and prosperity in the 
region and the world. 



Mr. Nikolai Podgorny, 
President of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR paid a state and 
friendly visit to Afghanistan 
last November and during 
this trip the protocol on 
extending the treaty of 
friendship and mutual non- 
aggression between the two 
countries was signed. I hope 
that this trip and the talks 
at which useful and fruitful 
views were exchanged, as 
well as the extension of the 
said accord will prove very 
benefidal and effective for 
the further consolidation of 
friendship and good-neigh- 
bourliness as weU as untra- 
mmelled cooperation bet- 
ween the two countries and 
for strengthening peace 
and security in the region 
and the world. 

As our compatriots are 
aware Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bh- 
utto, the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan visited Afghanist- 
an on my invitation one and 
a half months ago. There is 
no doubt about the fact 
that a political difference 
existed and exists between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
since long years and, natu- 
rally, this difference can- 
not be removed all at once 
in a few sessions, but 
the atmosphere which 
has emerged with the visit 
of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, and as a result of 
the friendly talks between 
the two .sides in an atmos- 
phere of cordiality and un- 
derstanding, give us hope 
that our political differen- 
ce find an honourable so- 
lution at future talks and 
our countries will live toge- 
ther as friends. 

Mrs. Indira Gandhi, the 
Prime Minister of India paid 
an offidal and friendly visit 
to Afghanistan during the 
middle of this month. 

Our useful and friendly 
talks and exchange of vi- 
ews pursuant to the discuss- 
ions which had taken place 
during my visit in New 
Delhi, will surely prove va- 
luable for the further stren- 
gthening and expansion of 
friendship and cooperation 
between the two friendly 
countries and for preserva- 
tion of stability and peace 
in the region and the world. 

Similarly, during the past 
year, ministers and a num- 
ber of special envoys and 



high-ranking officials of 
friendly countries paid fr- 
iendly offidal visits to Af- 
ghanistan and held useful 
talks and exchange of views 
with Afghan personalities, 
which effectively contribu- 
ted to the strengthening and 
consolidation of our rela- 
tions with those countries. 
Similarly, a number of im- 
portant Afghan personalit- 
ies and high-ranking offic- 
ials visited certain friendly 
countries on their offidal 
invitation and conducted 
useful and friendly discus- 
sions, which proved effec- 
tive for consolidating rela- 
tions between the parties. 

Delegations of Afghanis- 
tan have also taken active 
part in the meetings of the 
specialised agencies of the 
United Nations and other 
organs connected with it as 
well as other international 
meetings in which Afghan- 
istan is interested. Procee- 
dings of each of these have 
been published at the time. 

Recently, my spedal en- 
voy Mr. Mohammad Naim, 
paid visits to the United 
States of America and Fr- 
ance on the official invita- 
tion of these countries du- 
ring which he held valuable 
and useful talks with the 
important personalities and 
other outstanding figures 
of these countries, which 
I hopt , will prove useful 
and effective for the fur- 
ther strengthening and con- 
solidation of relations bet- 
ween the parties. 

Afghanistan is among the 
non - aligned countries 
related to the third world. 
The world which has suf- 
fered great blows and losses 
for long years under the 
influence of world colon- 
ialism and imperialism has 
today awakened from its 
slumber and the urgent im- 
mediate needs of this world 
for change and development 
has goaded them to a new 
movement the effects of 
which cannot be ignored in 
this age and there is no 
doubt about the fact that 
this is an important change 
in history. 

The aspirations of the th- 
ird world for sodal prog- 
ress and the creation of a 
equitable and prosperous 
sodety founded upon social 
justice will be realised th- 
rough selflessness and end- 



less efforts. It is essen- 
tial that the actual and in- 
tellectual circumstances of 
each one of these countries 
should be analyzed minute- 
ly so that in its light the 
march toward progress may 
become effective and rapid. 

Concerning our homeland 
Afghanistan, it may be sta- 
ted that after the revolution 
and the establishment of 
the new order we were 
bound, first of all to concen- 
trate our full attention up- 
on points without which 
the strengthening and con- 
solidation of the Republican 
structure as well as the at- 
tainment of the real and 
basic targets of the revolu- 
tion appeared difficult and 
even impossible. These po- 
ints are: 

Preserving internal sec- 
urity against every form of 
subversion and reactionary 
and anti-revolutionary mo- 
ves, consolidation and fur- 
ther strengthening of the 
Republican order and esta- 
blishment of friendly rela- 
tions with all peace loving 
countries of the world on 
the basis of mutual respect. 

Seeking domestic and fo- 
reign financial sources for 
effective and rapid develop- 
ment and formulation of a 
vast economic and social 
plan for the country. 

Adoption of necessary 
measures for provision and 
organising manpower for a 
better application of this 
plan and future plans of 
the country. 

Although these points on 
paper are nothing more th- 
an a few lines, but I do not 
believe that the implemen- 
tation of all in the light of 
the many difficulties may 
be a very simple and easy 
job. Therefore, the applica- 
tion of the economic and 
social plan together with 
fundamental changes to 
the benefit of the majority 
of our people constituting 
the basic goals of our na- 
tional revolution, howso- 
ever difficult they may be, 
are the national and con- 
ciencious duty of the Repu- 
blican government. 

The useful and effective 
results yielded by the full 
and cordial support of the 
people of Afghanistean and 
their participation at all sta- 
ges of this great revolution- 



ary movement so far, will 
surely serve as the basic 
condition for this great na- 
tional resurrection. 

My dear countrymen are 
aware that the first seven 
year plan of the Republic 
began this year, details of 
which will be published and 
placed at the disposal of 
those interested next mo- 
nth. Therefore, I do not wish 
at this point to waste 
the time of the listeners 
with its details, but I will 
bring to you a brief exp- 
lanation of the major objec- 
tives of the plan and the 
various changes in different 
economic and social sectors 
of the country at the end 
of the plan. 

In the sphere of industry, 
mines and power: 

Establishment of basic 
and consumer goods ind- 
ustries in order to reach a 
comparative stage of self- 
reliance and ensuring eco- 
nomic independence. 

Substitution of imports 
and consolidation of Afgha- 
nistan's economic position. 

Increasing industrial and 
mineral production in order 
to strengthen balance of 
payments by means of boo- 
sting exports and substitu- 
ting imports. 

Increasing national in- 
come, creating opportunit- 
ies of permanent employ- 
ment and a better distribu- 
tion of income by means of 
establishing and distributing 
industries in a balanced ma- 
nner. 

Development of mines 
and mineral production in 
order to lay the foundations 
for the country's industria- 
lisation within the frame- 
work of the abovementioned 
objectves. Industries which 
because of their importan- 
ce for national interests 
and the creation of an in- 
frastructure for developing 
industries in the country 
and are considered key 
industries have been inclu- 
ded in public sector indust- 
ries while the development 
of those industries which 
require a smaller capital and 
the time needed for their 
establishment and fructifica- 
tion is short, particularly 
those industries producing 
consumer goods, have been 
included in private sector 
industries. 



Private investment is or- 
ganized on the basis of the 
investment law and the yo- 
unger industries are assisted 
through the customs tariffs 
and the protective system 
in such a way as to promote 
their establishment and ra- 
pid growth. 

In the sphere of power 
the establishment of power 
production plants and pow- 
er grids has been designed 
in such a way as to be link- 
ed with each other so that 
a balanced production and 
distribution of electricity 
may become possible for the 
development of industries 
and meetng. other normal 
demands. 

At the same time efforts • 
are being made to make 
the establishment of small 
local industries possible in 
certain parts of the country 
by means of building small 
hydro-electric and diesel 
power plants. 

Ry creating new power 
production capacities, imp- 
roving existing power grids 
and maintaining and pro- 
tectng power production and 
distribution systems, efforts 
are being made to take the 
maximum advantage of the 
power production capacity 
and prevent wastage. 

Efforts have been made 
in the seven year plan that 
with the establishment of 
large thermal and hydro- 
electric plants ample am- 
ounts of power should be 
generated to make the rea- 
lisation of the development 
targets possible and the co- 
untry's steady industrial 
growth may be assured. 

In the sphere of agri- 
culture : 

One of the major obj- 
ectives of the seven year 
plan is to preserve the sta- 
te of self-sufficiency in 
wheat production. Another 
major programme under 
the plan is inc^^'ase in cot- 
ton production for use in 
domestic industries and ex- 
port. Second priority has 
been given to the producti- 
on of sugar-beet in order to 
meet the needs of local su- 
gar refineries and thus 
help in saving foreign ex- 
change. Ry keeping in view 
the fact that the develop- 
ment and expansion of ag- 
riculture need extension ser- 
vices, distribution of larger 



amounts of chemical fertili- 
sers and improved seeds 
and expansion of agricultu- 
ral equipment and credits, 
efforts have been made to 
ensure the effective appli- 
cation of these programmes 
in the seven year plan. 

Considerable attention has 
been paid to the developm- 
ent and improvement of 
animal husbandry in view 
of its economic importance. 

In the sphere of irrigation 
the major objectives of the 
plan are directed at a ba- 
lanced development of soil 
and water resources and 
the building up of an ef- 
fective infrastructure for 
the growth of agricultural, 
industrial and energy sec- 
tors. Another target of the 
seven-year plan consists of 
reducing unfavourable cli- 
matic effects by diversifi- 
cation of agricultural pro- 
duction aiKi raising the le- 
vel of employment by me- 
ansi of launching large 
and medium size irriga- 
tion projects. 
In the sphere of education: 
Expansion and upgrading of 
educational services consti- 
tute major targets of the 
plan and ample attention 
has been devoted to the 
task of reducing the degree 
of illiteracy by means of 
expanding elementary sch- 
ool term and the program- 
me to combat illiteracy. In 
higher education the plan 
aims at improving the qua- 
lity of higher education so 
that Kabul University and 
other institutions of higher 
learning may be enabled to 
train persons capable of ta- 
ckling their duties compe- 
tently and have full com- 
mand in fields of specialisa- 
tion so that the country may 
gradually meet its needs. 

In the sphere of public 
health the main objectives 
of the plan are to offer 
cheap and easily available 
medical services and their 
expansion in urban and ru- 
ral areas. Eradication of 
communicable diseases, re- 
duction of the death rate 
and expansion of institu- 
tions for preventive and 
curative medicine are also 
among the targets of this 
plan. 

Among other social ser- 
vices activities under the 
plan are application of cul- 



^^IN MY OPINION, SERVING THE PRO- 
SPERITY OF THE PEOPLE ALONE IS 
THE ONLY STANDARD OF PATRIOTISM, 
AND THOSE WHO MOVE CONTRARY 
TO THE INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE, 
CAN UNQUESTIONABLY BE COUNTED 
AS ENEMIES OF THE HOMELAND AND 
COLLABORATORS OF COLONIALISM 
A:W IMPERIALISM." 



tural and information pro- 
grammes, restoration and 
preservation ofi hi^orical 
monuments, expansion and 
renovation of cultural ins- 
tallations, expansion of ra- 
dio services and establish- 
ment of a television net- 
work. 

With the realisation of 
the targets of the plan the 
following changes in the 
economic and social spheres 
are expected to take place 
by the final year of the 
seven year plan: 

The value of industrial 
production amounting to 
23.9 billion afghanis in 1975 
will rise to 46.7 billion af- 
ghanis in the final year of 
the seven year plan or an 
increase of 184.5 percent. 

The value of agricultural 
production will rise by 37 
percent from 66.8 billion 
afghanis in 1975 to 97.8 bil- 
lion afghanis. 

Total power production in 
the final year of the plan 



will rise to one thousand six 
hundred million kilowatt 
hours from 700 million ki- 
lowatt hours in 1975. 

Under the seven year 
plan, irrigation facilities 
for three hundred thirty-five 
thousand hectares of land 
will be improved and water 
will also be made available 
for sixty-two thousand hec- 
tares of newly cultivated 
land. 

The total length of mot- 
orable roads, which stood 
at nine thousand two hun- 
dred kilometres in 1975 
will increase to eleven thou- 
sand six kilometres by the 
end of the plan. 

In the sphere of telecom- 
munications the total length 
of channel-system teleph- 
one lines will increase from 
the present two thousand 
six hundred to four thousand 
six hundred kilometres and 
the number of telephones, 
which in 1975 was twenty 
one thousand, will increase 



to forty thousand. 

Similarly, the microwave 
system with a capacity of 
300 telephone and television 
calls will be completed. 

The number of regular 
elementary schools will be 
increased from one thousand 
three hundred forty-five in 
1975 to two thousand eight 
hundred eleven by the end 
of the plan. Similarly, the 
number of vocational sch- 
ools will rise from 12 in 
1975 to 77 by the end of 
the plan. 

The rate of absorption 
of school-age children will 
rise from 44 percent in 1975 
to over 70 percent at the 
end of the plan and the 
number of elementary sch- 
ool term will increase from 
seven hundred ninety thou- 
sand in 1975 to 1.3 million 
at the end of the plan. 

The number of hospital 
beds, which stood at three 
thousand six hundred in 
1975 will increase to five 
thousand two hundred or by 
58 percent at the end of 
the plan while the number 
of qualified doctors will rise 
by 89 percent. 

As a result of all these 
changes in the economic and 
social spheres the average 
gross national income under 
the seven year plan will 
rise to 7.8 percent compared 
to 2.1 per cent during the 
past seven years and conse- 
quently per capita income 
will increase from 0.25 per- 
cent during the past seven 
years, to 5.3 percent under 
the seven-year plan. 

In the hght of the above- 
mentioned facts it can be 
seen that our people have 
taken important steps for 
the material and spiritual 
development and progress 
of their country and that 
the seven year economic 
and social development plan 
is a contributory in this 
regard. 

Our national revolution 
which brought us the Repu- 
blic of Afghanistan was 
nothing incidental. This 
national move was made 
with awareness and the pr- 
inciple that the people are 
the real source of power 
was and is fully believed in. 

On the basis of this prin- 
ciple and irrefutable fact 
and in accordance with our 
own and other" experien- 



ce, the draft constitution of 
the Republic of Afghanis- 
tan, which conforms to our 
own national spirit and na- 
tional traditions and the 
requirements of the demo- 
cratic and progressive age, 
is being formulated for the 
rapid material and spiritual 
development of the coun- 
try and the attainment of 
social justice as well as ser- 
vice to the majority of the 
people of Afghanisan. As 
my countrymen are aware 
it was entrusted to a more 
competent and larger com- 
mission for further consid- 
eration and scrutiny about 
five months ago. 

And now, as we had pro- 
mised our countrymen, I am 
very happy to inform you 
that the said draft after 
full consideration and scru- 
tiny by the commission, has 
been delivered to the state. 

After scrutiny, study and 
approval by the Loya Jirgah 
of Afghanistan, which, I 
hope, will be convened by 
the end of this year, it will 
pass through the final legal 
stage and will be enforced. 

In conclusion I consider it 
my national and conscien- 
tious duty to draw the at- 
tention of every member of 
the Afghan nation to the 
fact that no progressive mo- 
vement toward progress and 
fundamental changes is pos- 
sible or can be made with- 
out fortitude, determinati- 
on, courage and without 
accepting hard work, self- 
lessness and true sacrifice 
in thought and action for 
the homeland's prosperity 
and glory. 

On this glorious evening 
when the Afghan nation is 
celebrating the third anni- 
versary of the revolution 
and the establishment of th- 
eir national Republic, I wi- 
sh to offer my heartfelt 
good wishes to all friends 
of the revolution, to all sin- 
cere colleagues, to the val- 
iant and selfless armed for- 
ces of Afghanistan and to 
the noble and courageous 
Afghan nation, which from 
the earliest moments of the 
revolution up to the present 
have supported and are con- 
tinuing to support with sin- 
cerity their national resur- 
rection. 

Long Live Afghanistan. 

Long Live the Republic. 
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Head of State and Prime 
Minister Mohammad Daoud 
opening the national exhi- 
bition of the industrial pro- 
ducts of Afghanistan by cu- 
tting the ribbon on July 17. 



A unit of the valorous and 
brave army of the Republic 
of Afghanistan parading at 
Akbar Khan Watt on the 
first day of the anniversary. 




Leader of the Revolution 
visiting the Cultural Dep- 
artment at the exhibition. 
Information and Culture 
Minister Prof. Dr. Nevin pre- 
senting explanations. 



President and Prime Mi- 
nister Mohammad Daoud 
during a tour of the indus- 
trial exhibition at the Ja- 
shen grounds which had 
been held on the occasion 
of the third anniversary of 
the Republic. 



^President and Phtiie 

shaking hands With a 
fbreign artist taken part 
in the celebration Xright). 



Founder of the Republic 

tthe reception hosted by 
i Presidential Office Oil 
tEe occasion (below). Pr- 
esident and Prime Minis- 
ter watches a football ma- 
tch at Ghazi Stadium on 




